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about Tournan towards Coulommiers. It gave up
the 2nd Cavalry Division to the I. Cavalry Corps, which
had been sent forward by the Second Army Commander
into the Montmirail district.

THE FEENCH ATTACK

According to a report from the Supreme Command,
General JoSre had ordered the general attack of the
French Armies for the 7th September in order to bring
about the decisive battle.* If this was true, the fate
of the French offensive, in the opinion of the First Army
Commander, would depend on the strength and success
of the attack delivered from Paris against the flank
of the German Armies. In order not merely to repulse
the enemy in that quarter, but to defeat him by an
outflanking counter-attack from the north, the IX.
and III. Corps were ordered to march early on the
morning of the 7th September in the direction La Ferte
Milon-Crouy, and their relations to the Second Army
as regards instructions given them by it were cancelled.!

The critical nature of the situation demanded this
step, for f First Army Headquarters believed that the
Second Army, in the course of the wheel it intended
to make in accordance with Supreme Command orders
issued at 7 p.m. on the 4th September, would advance
south of the Marne in a westerly direction. As a matter
of fact, however, it came up against strong resistance
and did not get beyond the Petit Morrcu

The Lines of Communication Headquarters were

* It is stated by various German writers that a copy of General
Jofire's orders was captured.

f As stated in the footnote, p. 122, Ton Kluek sent a message
to Von Bulow asking for them to be sent to him, and thus exposed
the ri^bt flank of the Second Army.